
Costa Rica Radio Type Approval (SUTEL)

Costa Rica’s radio Type Approval requires certification by the SUTEL (Superintendencia 
de Telecomunicaciones). The SUTEL is the Costa Rican agency in charge of regulating 
the country’s telecommunications market. There are two routes, depending on the 
equipment to be type approved:

 

SUTEL Free Band Approval (radio communication equipment)
SUTEL Mobile Terminals Approval

SUMMARY OF SUTEL FREE BAND TYPE APPROVAL 
CERTIFICATION PROCESS 

According to Resolution RCS-154-2018, SUTEL Free Band Approval is applicable to all 
radio frequency transmitter and receiver products which make use of the radio spectrum 
without cellular/licensed capabilities and are intended to be marketed in Costa Rica.

The following steps must be performed in order to obtain the Free Band Approval 
certificate of homologation:

Type testing via an EU/FCC accredited laboratory
Having a certificate of approval issued by the approval foreigner schemes (EU/FCC)
Registering and uploading all the documentation via SUTEL’s online platform
Certificate issuance by SUTEL

There are no product marking requirements for SUTEL approval and the certificate is 
indefinitely valid.
SUTEL allows modular certification. It is possible to certify different devices that share 
the same module. This can be done if the module is the only part of the device that 
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makes use of the radio spectrum, and if the only differences between the devices are 
aesthetical.
It is also possible to do family certification, if the manufacturer declares by a letter that 
all familiar devices have the same characteristics as the device for which documentation 
was provided in terms of brand, hardware and software version, frequencies of 
operation, output power, electric field strength, and the antenna’s power gain.

SUTEL FREE BAND APPROVAL STEP BY STEP PROCESS

 

SUMMARY OF SUTEL MOBILE TERMINALS TYPE APPROVAL 
CERTIFICATION PROCESS 

According to Resolution RCS-358-2018, applicants to manage the homologation of mobile 
terminals/licensed devices must provide the documentation to SUTEL. In case this was 
issued abroad, they must be duly legitimated. 

The following steps must be performed in order to obtain the Mobile Terminals Approval 
certificate of homologation:

Certificate of approval issued by the approval foreigner schemes (EU/FCC)
Applicant delivers the required documentation to SUTEL
Dirección General de Calidad de SUTEL reviews the information and gives the 
credentials of the SUTEL website to the applicant.
Applicant uploads technical documentation via SUTEL’s website.
DGC reviews info and issues “Oficio de Admisibilidad” to carry out the tests.
Applicant selects an expert to carry out the tests and send the samples.
Testing via the selected expert.
Evaluation of the testing by DGC.
Certificate issuance by DGC.
Product marking according to SUTEL requirements

 

SUTEL MOBILE TERMINALS TYPE APPROVAL STEP BY 
STEP PROCESS

https://appluslaboratories-test.applus.solutions/global/es/contact-us/requestAQuote


MOBILE TERMINALS PRODUCT MARKING

The equipment approved by the DGC must be identified by the applicant with the SUTEL 
approval mark, as shown below:

The format of the code that will correspond to expert 1 will be 0XXXX-20XX; for expert 2 
it will be 1XXXX-20XX; for expert 3 it will be 2XXXX-20XX and so on. The label may be 
physical or digital. In case of using a physical or digital label, the applicant must follow 
the requirements shown in resolution RCS-358-2018.
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